
Wasco Union High School District 
Board of Trustees 

Regular Board Meeting 
Boardroom NKVTC Room 4 

December 9, 2010 
6:00 p.m. 

Adopted Minutes 
           

 
I. Call to Order – 6:00 p.m. 

A regular meeting of the Wasco Union High School Board of Trustees was called to 
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Boardroom by President Wayne Wallace. 
 
Board Members Present 
Mr. Wayne Wallace, President  Mr. Craig Fulwyler 
Mr. Barry Braun, Clerk   Mr. Tim Holtermann 
Mr. Jesse Acebedo     

 
 Administrators Present 
 Mrs. Elizabeth McCray   Mr. Joseph Elwood     
 Mrs. Lori Albrecht    Mr. Martin Lonza 

Mr. Rob Cobb     Mrs. Patricia Rissi 
   
 Classified Management Present 

Mrs. Susan Cheatwood   Mr. John Yanez 
Mr. Joe Salazar       

  
 Secretary Present 

Mrs. Gracie Saldaña 
 
Visitors 
Edith Becerra, Mr. David Abernathy, Mrs. Lupe Cortez, Mr. Bob Ellis, Mrs. Sandra 
Fisher, Mrs. Yolanda Garcia, Mrs. Martha Gomez, Mrs. Susan Hernandez, Mrs. Martha 
Poe, Mr. John Sanford, Mrs. Balbina Sanchez, Mr. Ernie Sanchez, Mrs. Alma Raya, Mr. 
Jose Rios and Mrs. Diane Villagran  
 
Flag Salute 

 The flag was saluted. 
  
II. Adopt Agenda 

It was moved by Holtermann and seconded by Wallace to adopt the agenda as presented.  
Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

III. Public Comments 
No Public Comments 
 

IV. Executive Session 
The meeting convened in executive session at 6:02 p.m. 
 
Regular Session 

 The meeting reconvened in regular session at 7:05 p.m. 
  
Announcement of Executive Session Actions 
None 



 
V. Reading and Approval of Minutes 
 It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Acebedo to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of November 10, 2010.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
VI. Conduct Annual Organizational Meeting with Elections of Board Officers 

Mr. Wallace turned the meeting over to Mrs. McCray.  Mrs. McCray and Edith Becerra 
presented a plaque to Mr. Braun on behalf of the administration, faculty, staff and 
students in appreciation of his service as Clerk of the Board.  
 
Mrs. McCray and Edith Becerra presented a plaque to Mr. Wallace on behalf of the 
administration, faculty, staff and students in appreciation of his service and leadership as 
President of the Board.  
 
Mrs. McCray and Edith Becerra presented a plaque to Mr. Holtermann on behalf of the 
administration, faculty, staff and students in appreciation of his years of outstanding 
service from December 1998 to December 2010 as a Wasco Union High School District 
Board of Trustee.  Mr. Holtermann thanked everyone and shared that it has been an honor 
and a privilege to serve the students, the staff, the district, the parents, the community and 
wished the District the best of luck.   
 
Mrs. McCray then changed the name plates, introduced and welcomed Mrs. Patricia 
Sanchez as a new Trustee to the Wasco High School District.  
 
Mrs. McCray administered the Oath of Office to newly elected Board Trustee Mrs. 
Sanchez and reelected Board Trustees Mr. Acebedo and Mr. Wallace. 
  
Mrs. McCray asked for nominations for Board President and Clerk of the Board.  It was 
moved by Acebedo seconded by Wallace as a slate to nominate Mr. Barry Braun for 
Board President and Mr. Craig Fulwyler for Clerk of the Board.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 
5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
Mrs. McCray asked for nominations for Trustee Representative.  It was moved by 
Acebedo and seconded by Braun to nominate Craig Fulwyler as Trustee Representative. 
Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to designate Superintendent 
Elizabeth McCray as the Authorized Representative and Secretary of the Board.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
It was moved by Braun and seconded by Acebedo to designate the Board meetings to 
begin at 6:00 p.m. for closed session and 7:00 p.m. for regular session on the second 
Thursday of the month.  Please note the September 7th meeting is one day earlier due the 
Rose Queen Pageant on September 8th. Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 
The meeting was turned over to President Braun. 
 

VII. Public Comments 
Mr. Braun announced that this is a meeting of the School Board and it is held in public, 
this is not a public meeting, but the public is invited to attend.  We welcome the 
comments from the public and these comments may be made during public comments 
and only during this time.  Mr. Braun also shared that the time allotted to any individual 
speaker is three (3) minutes.  When numerous individuals wish to address the same issue, 
time will be limited to ten (10) minutes for the subject area.  In case of numerous requests 



to address the same item, the Board President may select representatives to speak on each 
side of the item. 

 
1. Public Hearing on Annual Accounting of School Facilities Fees  
A public hearing was convened to certify the district’s compliance with Education Code 
§60119 concerning the Annual Accounting of School Facilities Fees.  Hearing no 
comments, the hearing was closed. 
 
Mrs. Sandra Fisher reported that Stanford University has created a Teacher Tribute 
Initiative; the students have an opportunity to honor a teacher or someone in their life that 
has been important to them.  Alex Martinez nominated Mrs. Carmey Sears who will be 
receiving her formal Recognition from Stanford in the mail soon but we will be 
presenting this Recognition to her next Monday.   
 
Mr. David Abernathy reported to the Board on behalf of the Ag Department.  He reported 
on the Leadership Conference, Opening Closing Contest, Skate Night, Banking Contest, 
Poinsettia Sale, Speech Contest and Toys For Tigers.     
 

VII. Items From Board Members 
Mr. Jesse Acebedo shared with the Board that he would like to commend Mr. John Yanez 
and his staff on the clean campus.  He reported that he has visited two campuses, Morro 
Bay High School and a Junior College in Palm Springs, and it was very disappointing to 
see those campuses.  That being said, Mr. Yanez would never allow Wasco High School 
to look like those campuses.   
 
Mr. Craig Fulwyler shared with the Board that he is the Kern County School Board 
President.  The next meeting is set for January 31 at the Doubletree.  He also shared that 
the Wasco High School Steel Drums is second on the list behind the Greenfield Jr. High 
Jazz Band for the evenings entertainment.   
 
Mr. Wayne Wallace then shared with the Board that he too would like to commend Mr. 
John Yanez and his staff for their fabulous job.  After visiting Visalia, Wasco High looks 
great.  Our fields this football season were also fabulous, beautiful, manicured, striped 
and painted with lots of complements from the crowd.  The crew needs to be 
congratulated.   Mr. Wallace then asked Mr. Lonza the status of the artificial turf.  Mr. 
Lonza shared that no quotes have been requested due to the cost.  In the long run all the 
artificial surfaces require maintenance and replacement which is not openly advertised up 
front.   
 
Mrs. Patricia Sanchez shared with the Board that just as the other Board Members 
mention as to what a wonderful job that the staff does on the grounds.  Equally all of the 
clerical staff who enter all data, all student information is kept up, bus drivers, any 
clerical staff, cafeteria food service. I think they are wonderful people.  I’m sure all of 
you, you all sound like you are in agreement to that.  I would respectfully ask Mr. 
President and/or the Superintendent, I would like to ask for the Board to take a consensus 
to see if we could take action to resolve the CSEA issues. So that they will be able to get 
back the money that has been taken from their checks.  Mr. Braun shared with Mrs. 
Sanchez that the Board has given the Superintendent direction and there is a Fact Finding 
meeting scheduled for Monday.  The Board would love to see this matter resolved at that 
time, if at all possible and look forward to the results of that meeting.  Hopefully this will 
be resolved.  He then stated, on the topic of retro that Mrs. Sanchez alluded to, it is and 
has been the practice of this Board not to pay retro and we continue to maintain that 
position.  We believe if that isn’t in the mix then there is not incentive for the bargaining 
unit to resolve the issue.  Because they know even if they carry it out to a year or beyond 



that the retro will come. So our position has been that it is about the only tool we have 
available to us to prevent the bargaining from just dragging out.  Mrs. Sanchez then asked 
Mr. Braun if this is an incentive for the Board.  Mr. Braun replied that it is an incentive to 
the bargaining unit to settle.  Then Mrs. Sanchez asked Mr. Braun if by taking money 
from their checks that is to try to get them to settle.  Mr. Braun replied we are deducting 
the money for their increased benefits that is the cap from the last contract.  When the last 
contract expires and if there is not a successor agreement then any increase in the cost of 
benefits will be picked up by the employee until there is a new contract in place.   
 
Mrs. Sanchez then asked about the meeting on Monday.  Mrs. McCray shared with the 
Board that CSEA declared impasse.  We have gone through mediation, mediation was 
not successful, So CSEA put us to Fact Finding.  The Fact Finding hearing is Monday 
morning.  Mrs. Sanchez then asked who is involved in this meeting.  Mrs. McCray 
reported that there is a fact finder that is appointed through the state of California, there is 
a representative who will be a panel member from both the District and CSEA.  There is 
also 1 presenter from the District and 1 presenter from CSEA.                    
 
Mr. Braun then offered for any of the other Board Member to comment if he was not 
clear enough and asked Mrs. McCray if his response was fairly accurate.  Mrs. McCray 
responded that WUHSD has a cap on the insurance benefits in our contract and has had it 
for many years.  As Mr. Braun stated, if a successor agreement is not reached for either 
Classified or Certificated by the end of June then the increase cost of benefits, if there is 
any, is deducted from the employees check until such time that the successor agreement 
is reached.  At this time we do not have a tentative agreement or a successor agreement 
with CSEA.  Mrs. Sanchez then asked Mrs. McCray if the Confidential Staff are part of 
this.  Mrs. McCray shared that Confidential Staff are not part of the bargaining unit, they 
meet and confer with the Superintendent.  Mrs. Sanchez then asked Mrs. McCray for 
clarification.  Mrs. McCray explained that they meet with her (the Superintendent).  They 
are not represented by any union.  Our Classified Employees are represented by CSEA 
and our Certificated Employees are represented by CTA.  Mrs. Sanchez then asked where 
does Administration fall in all of this.  Mrs. McCray replied that they also meet with me.  
Mrs. Sanchez then asked if this included Confidential (Employees).  Mrs. McCray 
responded yes and also Classified Management.  Any recommendations from these 
meetings are then brought to the Board for approval.   
 
Mr. Braun then shared with the Board from the handbook for School Trustees put out by 
the Kern County Superintendent of Schools.  He found it as a very helpful reminder.  It is 
called the Authority of an Individual Board Member and it says; perhaps the most 
important thing to know and remember is that you are a member of a Board and have no 
power or authority as an individual.  No person is a Board.  Outside of official meetings a 
Board Member has no authority over school policies or employees and no individual 
member may commit the group.  It is the Board Members’ responsibility to present his or 
her point of view as effectively as possible and listen closely to the point of view of 
others.  Board Members should assist one another in learning the facts of a situation.  
When differences of opinion arise, Members should respect each others view points and 
support the majority vote.  If staff and community members direct questions to you, 
redirect those questions to the appropriate school official or the Board as a whole.  It is 
not appropriate for a Board Member to promise or attempt to solve the problem 
personally.  Remind the questioner that individual Board Members have no authority to 
act except as a Board.  This limitation upon Board Members’ power as an individual 
explains why the single most important path to the School Board is the selection of a 
Chief Administrative Officer who speaks for the Board interprets and implements its 
policies.  This also explains why it is important to work to maintain a good working 
relationship between the Board and the Superintendent.   



Mr. Braun then stated that although there could be times where it could be easy for us to 
approach someone on staff and figure because of our position they are going to jump but 
in actuality we really have no authority outside of the time when we sit as a Board.  This 
is when we have authority, at the table like this.  This was a good reminder for myself 
and I wanted to share.   
 
Mr. Fulwler then thanked Mr. Braun for the reminder.  Also, on January 31 a meeting 
from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. will be held called New Board Member Workshop for new Board 
Members.  Mr. Fulwyler shared with Mrs. Sanchez as a new Board Member you might 
want to add it to your calendar. Mrs. McCray reported that we have also registered Mrs. 
Sanchez for the CSBA New Board Member Workshop in Bakersfield on the 25 & 26th of 
February.     
 
Mrs. Sanchez stated that she has it on her calendar and this will be great as well. She then 
shared that she attended a conference with her husband who is with the Elementary 
School Board.  She shared that she is looking forward to learning from every one.  She is 
not saying that they are old, they have been a Board Member longer than she has and she 
is looking forward to learning from them and looking forward to working with all of 
them.  She then stated, not that I think I am more liberal, but we are truly a diverse Board.   
 
Mr. Braun then encouraged Mrs. Sanchez to get involved in the CSBA Masters of 
Governance Program.  It is really good in demonstrating to us the areas where we can 
really get involved and then there are areas where we just have to sit back and let the 
decision that we made to the Superintendent get carried out.   Mr. Fulwyler and Mr. 
Wallace shared that they enjoyed the governance program and was able to meet and talk 
with a lot of different Board Members from all over the State.         
 
Mrs. Patricia Sanchez then stated she looks forward to learning all that (New Board 
Member Information).  I am looking forward to meeting different personalities. I like to 
listen to what people have to say, classified, the teachers and what administration has to 
say because I think everyone has value.   
 

VIII. Reports 
1. Edith Becerra reported on behalf of the Student Body.  She reported on the 

Regional Economic Summit and congratulated the team who attended at USC.  
Edith also shared that the Link Crew and ASB are holding a warm clothes drive to 
donate to the local needy.  The Snowball theme has been selected, it will be “A 
Walk Through Wonderland” to be held on January 29, 2011 and the colors will be 
violet, lime green and turquoise.  Edith reported to the Board that tomorrow 
Wasco High will be hosting their first Soccer Tournament; it will be begin at 
11AM and will continue on Saturday.    
 

2. Mr. Fulwyler reported on behalf of the North Kern Vocational Training Center.   
He shared that at their last meeting Mr. John Steward from Construction Class 
brought in a few of his students who are currently working with the Self Help 
Housing.  It was fun to see them.  They are very excited about their work, the 
things they were learning, and it is an awesome experience for them.  NKVTC is 
also having their organizational meeting next Thursday.      
 

3. Mrs. McCray introduced Mr. Joe Elwood and Mr. Martin Lonza who reported on 
the Accountability Report and API.   Mrs. Lori Albrecht then reported on CELDT 
and Title III, along with the graduation and drop out rate.     

 



Mrs. McCray reported on enrollment.  She stated last year’s enrollment for the 
district was 1753 with 1555 students at Wasco High and 198 students at 
Independence High.  Last month the district was at 1718 with 1516 students at 
Wasco High School and 202 students at Independence High School.  This month 
the district is at 1727 students in the district with 1512 students at Wasco High 
and 215 students at Independence High.  Mrs. McCray reminded the Board 
depending on what the ADA turns out at the time we turn it in to the State 
determines whether or not we will fall short on the amount of revenue that we will 
be getting from the State.  She then commended the Staff for keeping up on the 
attendance accounting and making sure that we are working with parents in 
getting their kids to school and clearing those absences.   
 
Mrs. McCray then wished the Board, staff administration and faculty a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year.  She commended the Board, the staff, 
administration and faculty for all their work.  A lot of comments where made in 
reference to the recognition of the hard work that is done here at Wasco Union 
High School District, it is not missed and it greatly appreciated of what happens 
in this District each and every day.  As long as we always make the decisions that 
are in the best interest of the students then we are always doing the right thing.  
She expressed that she appreciates everything that everyone does, she is aware 
that these have been a tough few months in our negotiations and she is looking 
forward to being able to resolve the issue.  Mrs. McCray then commended Mr. 
Jose Rios for his openness and dialog with her.  We tried to make one last effort 
before Thanksgiving and I believe we are very close and I am hoping that we can 
resolve this when we come back together.  She then thanked very one for their 
support and hard work.  Although we spend a lot of time, effort and long hours, as 
a result we have students who are doing great things.  We also have staff and 
faculty who are doing great things and acknowledgement can be seen at the Board 
Meetings, in the Newspaper and on the Television.  This is absolutely a wonderful 
feeling and we have made some great accomplishments. We still have a ways to 
go but we are on the right track and going in the right direction.  Just as we stated 
last year, we believe in every body, we believe in what we can all do together as a 
team.              
 

IX. Discussion and Action 
1. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the personnel 

items.   Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
a. Approval of Brittney Young as 3.75 Cafeteria Assistant 
b. Approval of ASB Student Workers 

1. Hector Delgado 
2. Selena Carranza 
3. Johnny Castillo 
4. Dewey Coleman 
5. Marissa Garza 
6. David Gutierrez 
7. Alyssa Martinez 
8. Octavio Raya 

c. Approval of Athletic Coaches 
1. Consider Approval of the following Girls Basketball Coach: 

a.  Paul Ante-Head JV-Paid 
2. Consider Approval of the following Softball Coaches: 

a. Sonia Wedel-Varsity-Paid 
b. Christina Salinas- Head JV-Paid 

d. Approval of Resignation from Denise Davis, Classified Employee      



 
2. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the First Period  

Interim Budget Report.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

3. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Wallace to approve the 2009-10 Audit 
Report.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

  
4.       It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Prop 39 

General Obligation Bond Performance and Financial Audit.  Motion carried. 
Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

5.     It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the Resolution of 
Annual Accounting of Development Fees for 2009-2010.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 
5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

6.   It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Wallace to approve the Resolution 
No. 1011-4 Resolution of Impoundment of Local Tax Revenues to Anticipate 
Pending Claims and/or Litigation.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

7. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler to approve to go out to bid 
FY14 Wasco High Union School District E-rate Priority 1 Telecommunications 
and Internet Service Request.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5;  Noes: 0; Absent: 0, 
Abstain: 0. 

 
8.    It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the Change  

  Order #3 for Colombo Construction.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0;  
  Absent: 0. 

 
9.   It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the changes  

  within the PINCO Joint Powers Agreement.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0;  
  Absent: 0. 

 
10.   It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Wallace to approve the Wasco High  

School Single Plan for Student Achievement.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; 
Absent: 0. 

 
11.   It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Acebedo to approve the  

  Independence High School Single Plan for Student Achievement. Motion carried.   
  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

 
12. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Wallace to approve the 

Representative to be Appointed to the North Kern Vocational Training Center 
Board of Directors. Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

 
13. It was moved by Wallace and seconded by Acebedo to approve the Instructional  

 DVD.   Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

14. It was moved by Fulwyler and seconded by Wallace to approve the Chaperones  
 & Drivers.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

15. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Interdistrict  
 Transfer Requests.  Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

16. It was moved by Acebedo and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the Field Trips to  



 Exeter & Porterville Citrus Contest submitted by Ag. Department. Motion carried.  
 Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 
 

X. Discussion and Information 
1. Curriculum Course of Study/Adoption was introduced for the Board’s review.  
2. Instructional Materials to be donated to Wasco High School Library was 

introduced for the Board’s review. 
 

XI. Claims, Transfers and Accounts 
It was moved by Braun and seconded by Fulwyler to approve the claims, transfers and 
accounts for Batches 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 and Payrolls in the amount  
$ 1,380,788.04. Motion carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0. 

 
XII. Adjournment 

It was moved by Braun and seconded by Fulwyler to adjourn the meeting.  Motion 
carried.  Ayes: 5; Noes: 0; Absent: 0.Meeting adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 
 

Any materials required by law to be made available to the public prior to a meeting of the Board 
of Trustees of the District can be inspected at the following address during normal business 
hours: District Office, 2100 Seventh Street, Wasco, CA 93280.  An individual who requires 
disability-related accommodations or modifications, including auxiliary aids and services, in 
order to participate in the Board meeting should contact the Superintendent’s Office.  


